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March 13, 2020 
 
 
Merrillville Community School Corporation Families, 
 
Out of an abundance of caution and utilizing preemptive measures due to the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19), in collaboration with state and local authorities, the Merrillville Community 
School Corporation will be closed starting Monday, March 16, 2020 through Friday, April 
10, 2020. 

After closely monitoring the situation, consulting with medical experts, and giving careful 
consideration to what is best for our students, staff, and the community we serve, the 
determination has been made to close all schools effective Monday, March 16, 2020. 

Contingency plans will be put in place to ensure that uninterrupted learning experiences 
will be available for our students. You will receive additional information regarding what to 
expect, detailed logistics, and where to find important updates. That additional information 
will include eLearning days, waiver days, and events that have been cancelled that may 
be able to be rescheduled if conditions lend themselves to improvement. You can find 
important updates by visiting the Merrillville Community School Corporation’s website: 
https://www.mvsc.k12.in.us/Content2/coronavirus.  

Although we know this may cause challenges for our families, it is essential for us to 
prioritize health and safety by implementing our pandemic plans and doing everything we 
can to support our community throughout this quickly evolving health emergency. 

This measure to close schools is being implemented to slow the spread of the virus by 
social isolation and distancing. For this reason, it is encouraged that staff and students not 
go out into public spaces frequently or large gatherings during the closure time. 

Our district will remain in close collaboration with federal, state, and local authorities 
during this closure. More information about COVID-19 is available at 
https://www.in.gov/isdh/28470.htm or www.cdc.gov/covid-19. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding the Coronavirus, please contact your primary 
healthcare provider or the Lake County Board of Health at (219) 755-3655. The Indiana 
State Department of Health can be contacted at (317) 233-7125 or after-hours at (317) 
233-1325. 

Enclosed in this communication are some important tips on what to do if you suspect you 
have the virus or are experiencing symptoms, and safety precautions to stay healthy 
during this time. The Pirate community will be strong and work together to get through this 
health emergency.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Nicholas G. Brown, Ed.S. 
Superintendent of Schools  
 

https://www.mvsc.k12.in.us/Content2/coronavirus
https://www.in.gov/isdh/28470.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/covid-19


19CORONAVIRUS
DISEASE

C     V DI

CS 314937-D     02/29/2020

For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

What to do if you are sick with 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

If you are sick with COVID-19 or suspect you are infected with the virus that causes COVID-19, follow 
the steps below to help prevent the disease from spreading to people in your home and community. 

Stay home except to get medical care 
You should restrict activities outside your home, except for 
getting medical care. Do not go to work, school, or public areas. 
Avoid using public transportation, ride-sharing, or taxis.

Separate yourself from other people and animals in 
your home
People: As much as possible, you should stay in a specific room 
and away from other people in your home. Also, you should use 
a separate bathroom, if available.

Animals: Do not handle pets or other animals while sick. See 
COVID-19 and Animals for more information.

Call ahead before visiting your doctor 
If you have a medical appointment, call the healthcare provider 
and tell them that you have or may have COVID-19. This will 
help the healthcare provider’s office take steps to keep other 
people from getting infected or exposed.

Wear a facemask
You should wear a facemask when you are around other people 
(e.g., sharing a room or vehicle) or pets and before you enter 
a healthcare provider’s office. If you are not able to wear a 
facemask (for example, because it causes trouble breathing), 
then people who live with you should not stay in the same room 
with you, or they should wear a facemask if they enter 
your room.

Cover your coughs and sneezes 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Throw used tissues in a lined trash can; immediately 
wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
or clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol covering all surfaces of your hands 
and rubbing them together until they feel dry. Soap and water 
should be used preferentially if hands are visibly dirty.

Avoid sharing personal household items 
You should not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating 
utensils, towels, or bedding with other people or pets in 
your home. After using these items, they should be washed 
thoroughly with soap and water. 

Clean your hands often
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap and water are not available, clean your hands 
with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol, covering all surfaces of your hands and rubbing them 
together until they feel dry. Soap and water should be used 
preferentially if hands are visibly dirty. Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Clean all “high-touch” surfaces every day
High touch surfaces include counters, tabletops, doorknobs, 
bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, tablets, and 
bedside tables. Also, clean any surfaces that may have blood, 
stool, or body fluids on them. Use a household cleaning spray 
or wipe, according to the label instructions. Labels contain 
instructions for safe and effective use of the cleaning product 
including precautions you should take when applying the 
product, such as wearing gloves and making sure you have good 
ventilation during use of the product.

Monitor your symptoms
Seek prompt medical attention if your illness is worsening (e.g., 
difficulty breathing). Before seeking care, call your healthcare 
provider and tell them that you have, or are being evaluated 
for, COVID-19. Put on a facemask before you enter the facility. 
These steps will help the healthcare provider’s office to keep 
other people in the office or waiting room from getting infected 
or exposed. 

Ask your healthcare provider to call the local or state health 
department. Persons who are placed under active monitoring or 
facilitated self-monitoring should follow instructions provided 
by their local health department or occupational health 
professionals, as appropriate. When working with your local 
health department check their available hours.  

If you have a medical emergency and need to call 911, notify the 
dispatch personnel that you have, or are being evaluated for 
COVID-19. If possible, put on a facemask before emergency 
medical services arrive.

Discontinuing home isolation
Patients with confirmed COVID-19 should remain under home 
isolation precautions until the risk of secondary transmission 
to others is thought to be low. T he decision to discontinue 
home isolation precautions should be made on a case-by-case 
basis, in consultation with healthcare providers and state and 
local health departments.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html#2019-nCoV-and-animals


Keeping the workplace safe
Encourage your employees to…

Practice good hygiene
 Stop handshaking – use other noncontact methods of greeting
 Clean hands at the door and schedule regular hand washing reminders by email
 Create habits and reminders to avoid touching their faces and cover coughs and sneezes
 Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, desks, and handrails regularly
 Increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning

Be careful with meetings and travel

 Use videoconferencing for meetings when possible
 When not possible, hold meetings in open, well-ventilated spaces
 Consider adjusting or postponing large meetings or gatherings
 Assess the risks of business travel

Handle food carefully

 Limit food sharing

 Strengthen health screening for cafeteria staff and their close contacts

 Ensure cafeteria staff and their close contacts practice strict hygiene

Stay home if…

 They are feeling sick

 They have a sick family member in their home

What every American and community can do now to decrease the spread of the coronavirus



Keeping the school safe
Encourage your faculty, staff, and students to…

Practice good hygiene
 Stop handshaking – use other noncontact methods of greeting
 Clean hands at the door and at regular intervals
 Create habits and reminders to avoid touching their faces and cover coughs and sneezes
 Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, desks, and handrails regularly
 Increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning

Handle food carefully

 Limit food sharing

 Strengthen health screening for cafeteria staff and their close contacts

 Ensure cafeteria staff and their close contacts practice strict hygiene

Stay home if…

 They are feeling sick

 They have a sick family member in their home

Consider rearranging large activities and gatherings

 Consider adjusting or postponing gatherings that mix between classes and grades

 Adjust after-school arrangements to avoid mixing between classes and grades

 When possible, hold classes outdoors or in open, well-ventilated spaces

What every American and community can do now to decrease the spread of the coronavirus



Keeping the home safe
Encourage your family members to…

All households

 Clean hands at the door and at regular intervals

 Create habits and reminders to avoid touching their face and cover coughs and sneezes

 Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, and handrails regularly

 Increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning

Households with sick family members

 Give sick members their own room if possible, and keep the door closed

 Have only one family member care for them

 Consider providing additional protections or more intensive care for household members over 65 
years old or with underlying conditions

Households with vulnerable seniors or those with significant underlying conditions

Significant underlying conditions include heart, lung, kidney disease; diabetes; 
and conditions that suppress the immune system
 Have the healthy people in the household conduct themselves as if they were a significant risk to the 

person with underlying conditions. For example, wash hands frequently before interacting with the 
person, such as by feeding or caring for the person

 If possible, provide a protected space for vulnerable household members
 Ensure all utensils and surfaces are cleaned regularly

What every American and community can do now to decrease the spread of the coronavirus



Keeping commercial establishments safe
Encourage your employees and customers to…

Practice good hygiene
 Stop handshaking – use other noncontact methods of greeting
 Clean hands at the door, and schedule regular hand washing reminders by email
 Promote tap and pay to limit handling of cash
 Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tables, desks, and handrails regularly
 Increase ventilation by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning

Avoid crowding

 Use booking and scheduling to stagger customer flow

 Use online transactions where possible

 Consider limiting attendance at larger gatherings

For transportation businesses, taxis, and ride shares

 Keep windows open when possible

 Increase ventilation

 Regularly disinfect surfaces

What every American and community can do now to decrease the spread of the coronavirus
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